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MAINE, 1789: WHEN THE KENNEBEC RIVER FREEZES, ENTOMBING A MAN IN THE ICE, MARTHA
BALLARD IS SUMMONED TO EXAMINE THE BODY AND DETERMINE CAUSE OF DEATH. AS A

MIDWIFE AND HEALER, SHE IS PRIVY TO MUCH OF WHAT GOES ON BEHIND CLOSED DOORS IN
HALLOWELL. HER DIARY IS A RECORD OF EVERY BIRTH AND DEATH, CRIME AND DEBACLE THAT

UNFOLDS IN THE CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY. MONTHS EARLIER, MARTHA DOCUMENTED THE
DETAILS OF AN ALLEGED RAPE COMMITTED BY TWO OF THE TOWN’S MOST RESPECTED

GENTLEMEN—ONE OF WHOM HAS NOW BEEN FOUND DEAD IN THE ICE. BUT WHEN A LOCAL
PHYSICIAN UNDERMINES HER CONCLUSION, DECLARING THE DEATH TO BE AN ACCIDENT,

MARTHA IS FORCED TO INVESTIGATE THE SHOCKING MURDER ON HER OWN.

OVER THE COURSE OF ONE WINTER, AS THE TRIAL NEARS, AND WHISPERS AND PREJUDICES
MOUNT, MARTHA DOGGEDLY PURSUES THE TRUTH. HER DIARY SOON LANDS AT THE CENTER OF
THE SCANDAL, IMPLICATING THOSE SHE LOVES, AND COMPELLING MARTHA TO DECIDE WHERE

HER OWN LOYALTIES LIE.

AT MANALAPAN TWP. COMMUNITY CENTER
114 ROUTE 33 WEST, MANALAPAN


