Manalapan Veterans, Listen Up!
 

We’re excited to let you know about the newly-reformed Manalapan Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee- MVAAC.  Manalapan is home to many veterans, and we want to keep all of our Veterans and their families informed about important Veterans issues including benefits, services and upcoming events.  To help with this outreach, the MVAAC has a page on the Manalapan Township website and hopes to develop a more comprehensive website, linked to the township’s site. 

 

The MVAAC was restarted by the Township Committee in the summer of 2014.  This dedicated group of Veterans & non-veterans first goal was to hold a Veteran’s Day Ceremony at town hall. We succeeded in our goal and the first Veteran’s Day Ceremony at Manalapan Town Hall was held on November 11th 2014 at the Manalapan Veteran’s Memorial.  State Senator Sam Thompson, an advocate for New Jersey’s Veterans, along with Manalapan resident and US Air Force pilot Captain Maggie Rudolphi were guest speakers. Rabbi Rothstein & Monsignor Cochery delivered moving prayers and stories.   The ceremony also included touching performances by the Manalapan High School chorus and band, and a lone bugler playing Taps.  The ceremony was followed by an indoor luncheon for the Veterans, with food generously donated by local businesses.

 

The MVAAC has some exciting plans for the future. In order to improve the appearance of the Veterans Memorial, there are plans to surround the memorial with brick pavers. The pavers will be imprinted with the names of Veteran’s who served this nation. Since the Manalapan Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee is not funded by the tax payers of Manalapan Township, it relies on the support of fundraising efforts and donations.  The sale of the paving bricks will provide funding for future projects. One example the MVAAC is looking into is street signs to identify Manalapan streets that were named after local Veterans that paid the ultimate sacrifice to this country’s freedom.  Funding is also needed to cover the cost of printed materials & postage.  However, most of the committee’s projects will be supported by volunteer efforts.  

 

Other plans include hosting seminars on Veterans’ issues, with invited speakers who are knowledgeable about the V.A. and topics of interest to our veterans. The MVAAC also plans an outreach effort to locate Manalapan Veterans who may not be aware that they are entitled to certain benefits and services.  We’re also hoping to start a food donation program to help homeless Veterans and those in need of help.

 

Please check out our webpage on the Manalapan Township website (www.mtnj.org) by clicking on the tab “Committees” and scrolling down to the bottom for Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee.

 

For more information about the Manalapan Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee, please contact Chairman Ernie Diorio by email at Litetrop67@aol.com.

