Vets for Warriors Program Funding Terminated

 

Like veterans all across our great nation; New Jersey veterans are shocked and angered to learn that the Department of Defense is terminating funding for the "Vets for Warriors" program.  

 

This program was started at Rutgers University to provide an immediate and effective suicide prevention service to troubled NJ veterans.  All counselors are NJ military veterans who have received specialized training from appropriate professionals. The service operates 24 hrs/day.  All calls are answered within seconds by a qualified counselor.  The program has an excellent record of assisting veterans in crisis.  

 

The program emerged from Vet2Vet, a help line for New Jersey veterans and military serving in the state. The program was offered to the Defense Department after Fort Hood in Texas had 22 suicides in 2010, then a record high.

 

NJ Senator Cory Booker introduced an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) to prevent the closure of the Vets4Warriors (V4W) program, a Pentagon-funded call center operated by Rutgers University behavioral Health Care in Piscataway, NJ, that provides members of the US armed forces with confidential peer support services administered by veterans. 

 

The Vets4Warriors program, operated by Rutgers University Behavioral Health Care, began in 2011 just as suicides of military service personnel were surging.

 

It was launched as a non-crisis help line for National Guard and Reserve members. Staffed almost entirely by veterans and family members of veterans, it expanded to become a resource for any active or reserve member of all branches of the military.

 

Last year, the center fielded more than 27,000 calls, according to center data. It has helped more than 50,000 service members in the past three years, logging 110,000 phone calls.

 

Of the center’s 56 employees, 47 are veterans or family members of veterans, and all staffers undergo 80 hours of training.

 

Founded on the model of Cop2Cop, a help line established in 1998 by the former University of Medicine and Dentistry to aid law enforcement, the Vets4Warriors program operates on the premise that people in service should be heard by someone who understands and can quickly get help for their problems.

 

Vets4Warriors works closely with the Military Crisis Line, a service established in 2007 to take calls from service men and women who are contemplating suicide. It came on line just as military suicides were reaching record highs, several years after the onset of conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

Military suicides were rising from 2005 to 2012, the year they hit a peak of 319, according to Department of Defense figures. The number fell to 259 in 2013; data for last year are not yet available.

 

But even as suicides rose, the American Association of Suicidology in 2007 published a research paper that showed nearly half of suicide hot-line callers are not suicidal. Vets4Warriorsbridges the gap.

 

The operators schedule follow-up calls to check on how the callers are doing and see if they need any help. As all calls are confidential, tracking individual outcomes is difficult. Crisis prevention is tough to track.

 

The House and Senate versions, although they have some differences, both hover around the $612 billion mark. And no money to continue to fund a successful suicide prevention program!  This is how our elected officials show their support for our troops?

 

